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Summary 

Title of Document: Delegation of Approval Authority: Site 1 of the 
Railway Relocation Lands ARP: 
905 1st Avenue South Policy 

Title of Designated Responsible Manager: General Manager, Planning & Design 
Date Approved:  Dec 20, 2022 

Approved By: City Council 
Last Revision: n/a 

Next Review Date: Not Defined 

Purpose 

The purpose of this Policy is to establish the development approval authority for a DC (Direct Control) 
District on the lands located at 905 1st  Avenue South (legal description: Block 1, Plan 8510153, identified 
as Site 1 in the Railway Relocation Lands Area Redevelopment Plan – also known as the CentreSite Plan). 
The Policy also establishes the appropriate land uses for this site.  

Background 

The site faced a few pressures resulting from the relocation of the railroad and the construction of the 
Highway 3 & 9 Street South interchange, which was identified in the Railway Relocation Lands Area 
Redevelopment Plan (ARP). One of the major issues identified was the construction of the Highway 3 
and 9 street south (now called Stafford Drive) interchange. This interchange and the associated ramps 
would situate the site at a lower elevation than the adjacent 9 street south roadway, thus reducing 
visibility. As a result the Railway Relocation Lands ARP recommended that the most desirable uses on 
the site were offices or highway commercial which “require minimal exposure from adjacent roadways” 
(Page 50 of the Railway Relocation Lands ARP). The site along with others in the Railway Relocation 
Lands were zoned DC (Direct Control) District by bylaw 4109 in 1986 in order for Council to have greater 
control over the site. This DC zoning meant that Development Officers and Municipal Planning 
Commission were not delegated authority to decide on applications for developments on this parcel. A 
development application was made for a 65,000 square foot shopping centre, which warranted a 
decision from City Council. In a letter submitted to the March 20, 1989 City Council meeting the Planning 
General Manager recommended that once the large initial development is complete any further new or 
changing uses to the site would not require Council consideration. City Council approved the 
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development permit application March 20, 1989 with a number of conditions which included the 
classification and the delegation of approval authority for future decisions to Development Officers and 
the Municipal Planning Commission. 

Land Use Bylaw 4100 was originally used and has since been superseded by Land Use Bylaw 6300 which 
is the current bylaw in force today. Since the time of original approval of this Policy, the Municipal 
Planning Commission (MPC) was dissolved in May 2022 (Bylaw 6330). The Subdivision and Development 
Authorities Bylaw (Bylaw 5801) no longer lists the MPC as one of the members of the Development 
Authority. As a result, any delegation of approval authority previously delegated to MPC in this Policy is 
delegated by default to the Development Authority as defined in Bylaw 5801.  

Supporting Research and Analysis 

Highlights from the research conducted in the creation of this policy include: 

• Relevant government policy and legislation:
o Bylaw 4109 and the Railway Relocation Lands Area Redevelopment Plan
o Development Permit # 89-143
o Mar 20, 1989 City Council Minutes
o Land Use Bylaw 6300

• While DC (Direct Control) Districts are typically approved by Council, the approval authority for
certain development decisions on this site is delegated to the Development Authority.

Supporting Information (attached) 

• Pages 49-50 of the Railway Relocation Lands ARP (concerning Site 1)-Appendix ‘A’
• Land Use Concept map (Site 1): from the Railway Relocation Lands ARP- Appendix ‘B’
• Bylaw 4109: zoning as D-C (Direct Control) District – Appendix ‘ C’
• Letter confirming the passing of the resolution in the March 20, 1989 City Council meeting –

Appendix ‘D’
• Development Permit: # 89-143- Appendix ‘E’

Policy Statement 

This Policy regarding Site 1 of the Railway Relocations Lands ARP (Plan 8510153), states: 

• The site is classified as ‘shopping centre and service station’; and that eating and
drinking establishments are permitted to the extent that the necessary parking is
provided.

• City Council has delegated development approval authority to the Development
Authority to approve uses for the site which are listed as ‘permitted’ or ‘discretionary’
in the C-G (General Commercial) District of Land Use Bylaw 6300.
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Process 

• When the Development Officer receives a development permit application they will review to
ensure applications are complete, and ensure the proposed uses are approved as per
Development Permit # 89 -143, or any use listed as ‘permitted’ or ‘discretionary’ in the C-G
(General Commercial) District of Land Use Bylaw 6300.

• When a development permit application proposes a use that is neither specifically listed in
Development Permit # 89-143, or listed as a permitted or discretionary use in the C-G (General
Commercial) District of Land Use Bylaw 6300, then City Council is the approving authority and
the application is sent to Council for decision.

Related Documents 

• Mar 20, 1989 City Council Minutes
• Railway Relocation Lands ARP
• Land Use Bylaw 6300

Responsibility for Policy Implementation 

Responsible for Policy Implementation 

• Development Manager, Planning & Design

Responsible for Monitoring of Implementation 

• General Manager, Planning & Design

Key Functional Stakeholders 

• Planning & Design Department

Key Stakeholders for Policy Development 

• City Council

Definitions 

• All land uses in this Policy are defined  in Land Use Bylaw 6300

Related Policies 

• Delegation of Approval Authority: Site 5A of the Railway Relocation Lands ARP: 920 2a Ave N
Policy
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• Delegation of Approval Authority: Site 5B of the Railway Relocation Lands ARP: 802 2a Ave N
Policy

• Delegation of Approval Authority: Site 4 of the Railway Relocation Lands ARP: 501 1 Ave S Policy

Policy Status  

Current Status 

In effect 

Date Effective 

Dec xx, 2022 

Approval Details 

City Council approved this in DP# 89-143 on Mar 20, 1989 

Endorsement Details 

City Council 

Next Review Date 

Not Defined 

Policy Author 

Planner 1 

Authored date 

July 17, 2018 

Contacts 

General Manager, Planning & Design 

Policy Location 

• File Path:
o I:\BU\830\DEPARTMENT AREAS\DEVELOPMENT\2. POLICIES & PROCEDURES\b.

Approved and formatted PPP's\2018-01_Delegation of Approval Authority- Site 1 of the
RRLARP\Policy

• Tempest Location:
o Folder Number : MIP 00769
o Address Location: 905 1st Avenue South

• Website Page
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By-law No. 4109 

A BY-LAW OF THE CITY OF LETHBRIDGE TO ESTABLISH USES AND RULES FOR A 
DIRECT CONTROL DISTRICT OF BY-LAW NO. 4100, THE CITY OF LETHBRIDGE 

LAND USE BY-LAW 

	

1. 	Relationship to the Land Use By-law: 

(1) This By-law applies to the land designated by Land Use By-law No. 
4100 as DC Direct Control District, and which is legally described 
as All of Plans 8510153, 8510272, 8610396, 8610142 and 8510343, 
Part of Plans 8410666, 8510954 and 8510998, All of Certificate of 
Title 73-P-190, Portion of Certificate of Title 94-0-158 which 
lies south of 5 Avenue North, and all of Lots 7 and 8, Plan 8251 
UK, all of which is designated DC on the District Maps. 

(2) This By-law is passed in accordance with Section 65 of Land Use 
By-law No. 4100. 

(3) Unless otherwise provided by this By-law or by the statutory plan 
affecting the land described in Section 1(1), all uses, terms, 
requirements and processes are as described in Sections 1 - 39 of 
Land Use By-law No. 4100. 

	

2. 	Uses: 

As described in the Railway Relocation Lands Area Redevelopment Plan. 

	

3. 	Development Regulations: 

As described in the Railway Relocation Lands Area Redevelopment Plan. 

	

4. 	Development Approval Procedure: 

Notwithstanding Sections 21, 22 and 23 of Land Use By-law No. 4100, all 
development permit applications will be decided on in accordance with 
the procedures outlined in the Railway Relocation Lands Area 
Redevelopment Plan. 
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This By-law will come into force on the date of final passing thereof. 

READ A FIRST TIME this 	day of  
	

A.D. 1986 

,}AAA-ti'Svu(uNt.) 
Mayor 
	

City/Clerk 

READ A SECOND TIME this 
	

1--4 day of 
	

A.D. 1986 

f))/Q/vv6t) 
Mayor 
	

City Clerk 

READ A THIRD TIME this >7(,)ri, day of 	 "/ / 
	

A.D. 1986 

Mayor 	 City Clerk 
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